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The University rf Dayton 
CZECHOSLOVAKIAN DEFECTOR AND NOTED PIANIST 
TO PERFORM RECITAL AT UD 
News Release 
DAYTON, Ohio, January 25, 1988--The University of Dayton's Music Division 
will present a piano recital by Dr. Elena Letnanova Sunday, Feb. 7 at 3 p.m. in 
Kennedy Union's Boll Theatre on campus. Letnanova, a Czechoslovakian concert 
pianist who defected to the United States in 1985, directs the piano program 
offered by the Music Division of UD's Performing and Visual Arts Department. 
Her concert is free and open to the public. 
The recital will consist mainly of piano music of the 20th century, 
including American composer John Cage's Bacchanale, Hungarian composer Bela 
Bartok's Allegro Barbaro, Alexander Scriabin's Sonata "Ecstasy" Number 5, Op. 53 
and three pieces by Claude Debussy. Letnanova will also perform Georg Friedrich 
Handel's Chaconne Varriee G Major and Franz Liszt's Mephisto Waltz, a piece 
Letnanova describes as "fiendishly difficult." 
Letnanova holds three degrees in music from the University of Jan Amos 
Komensky in Bratislavat Czechoslovakia. She also completed postgraduate studies 
at the College of Music of Frederyk Chopin in Warsaw, Poland. She taught as an 
associate professor of piano in the Department of Musicology at the University 
of Komensky for 16 years and performed both in solo recitals and as a soloist 
with the Slovak Symphony Orchestra. 
At the time of her defection to the United States through Yugoslavia and 
Italy, she was scheduled to perform in Moscow and Havana. 
For more information, call UD's Music Division at 229-3936. 
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Editor's Note: Elena Letnanova lives at 2326 Eagle Ridge Drive in Centerville. 
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